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Rebuild New York Subways Under New Leadership, Report Urges 
Winnie Hu, New York Times, 11.30.17 

Print Circulation: 590,000 
UVM: 56,958,845 

 

 
In just its fourth major report in a century, the influential Regional Plan Association has outlined a bold 

Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŎǊǳƳōƭƛƴƎ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ. 
 

CƛȄƛƴƎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎ ǎǘŜǇ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ state-controlled 
ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǘŜŜǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ 
according to a new report from an influential urban research and advocacy group. 
 
The Regional Plan Association, whose board includes business and civic leaders, called on Thursday for a 
άǎǳōǿŀȅ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ άŀ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΣ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜŘ 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мр ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
key proposals in a sweeping new report that addresses the many problems confronting a growing New 
York region, including decaying transportation and infrastructure, a shortage of affordable housing and 
the threat posed by climate change. 
 
The subways are currently operated and financed by the state-run Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, which oversees a sprawling network of subways, buses, railroads, bridges and tunnels. The 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ άŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ƘƻōōƭŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ internal 
priorities, bureaucratic rules and practices, and a lack of funding. As a result, the report said, it has been 
too slow to make improvements and adopt modern technology, leaving a backlog of critical 
infrastructure projects. 
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ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ нлǘƘ-century 
ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {Ŏƻǘǘ wŜŎƘƭŜǊΣ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴ 
Association and also a board member of the transportation authority. 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ōƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƛƳ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǿŀȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ τ that 
it never closes. The association said the subway should be shut down in the wee hours to more rapidly 
fix what is broken and add the upgrades that are sorely needed. 
 
The report took five years to produce and aims to provide a comprehensive blueprint for the future. It is 
only the fourth such report to be released by the association in nearly a century. Three previous reports 
τ in 1929, 1968 and 1996 τ helped lay the groundwork for public works projects, including bridges and 
highways, economic development, and preservation of parkland and open space. The 1996 report called 
for building a Second Avenue subway and creating a business district on the Far West Side of 
Manhattan, both of which are now a reality. 
 
The fourth report looks broadly at the transportation system in the New York region, saying its failures 
are the consequence of years of underinvestment even as demand for services grew and advancing 
technology raised customer expectations. It proposes building a second bus terminal under the Jacob K. 
WŀǾƛǘǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ aŀƴƘŀǘǘŀƴΩǎ ²Ŝǎǘ {ƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƛǘȅ ōǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ǳǇ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǘ 
the crowded Port Authority Bus Terminal, and expanding subway and regional rail service and 
connections. 
 
bƻǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳōǿŀȅǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊƛǇǇƭŜŘ ōȅ 
constant breakdowns, soaring delays and overcrowding. The city comptroller, Scott M. Stringer, recently 
estimated that subway delays were costing the city economy as much as $389 million annually in lost 
wages and productivity. 
 
State and city officials have feuded over finding money to fix the problems. The authority has 
announced a roughly $800 million emergency rescue plan for the subway system that includes faster 
response to mechanical issues and more aggressive repairs to trains and tracks, among other measures. 
 
Though the report acknowledged that the authority has managed to rescue the subway from past crises, 
ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΦ ά¢ƘŜ aΦ¢Φ!ΦΣ ŀǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘΣ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇΣέ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
and modernization, the subway system will continue to ǎƭƛǇ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦέ 
 
Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ WΦ [ƘƻǘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ 
ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
revenue source τ preferably one that also battles congestion τ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭΦέ 
 
Mr. Rechler said a more efficient and focused organization was vital to lead the subway overhaul. While 
details would be worked out later, he said that the new subway corporation could operate with more 
flexibility than traditional government agencies, which are often bound by outdated rules and 
regulations. 
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘƛōƛƭƭƛƻƴ-ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΣέ aǊΦ wŜŎƘƭŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
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The report did not provide any cost estimates for creating a subway corporation, but noted that there 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǳǇŦǊƻƴǘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎέ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǿŀȅǎ. It said 
that dedicated revenue sources would be necessary to support the subway corporation, such as taxes, 
fees or congestion pricing. Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo is expected to announce a congestion pricing plan 
early next year for the city. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ǘƻ-do list for the subways includes building new subway lines to underserved areas and 
reducing crowding at stations by creating larger entrances, enlarging corridors and mezzanines, and 
moving nonessential structures such as newsstands from platforms. It also advocates increasing access 
for riders with disabilities and making subway stations more bearable through better ventilation and 
more natural light. Though the authority has already started to make some improvements, such as 
updating signals, the report said the pace is so slow it could take decades to finish. 
 
The report calls for closing the 24-hour subway system in the early morning hours during the week for 
routine maintenance and increasing bus service as an alternative. An average of 85,000 riders are on the 
subways between 12:30 a.m. and 5 a.m., or just 1.5 percent of the total daily ridership, according to the 
report. 
 
It also recommends taking advantage of longer closings of subway lines not only to make necessary 
repairs but also to focus on enhancements like power and track upgrades. Tom Wright, the president of 
the Regional Plan Association, pointed to the L train tunnel between Brooklyn and Manhattan, which 
will close in 2019 to repair damage caused by Hurricane Sandy. 
 
άLǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ M.T.A. to shut the L train down for 15 months, but they need to deliver a better 
system when it reopens so riders see the benefits and will support more lines undergoing similar 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎΣέ aǊΦ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
Denise Richardson, the executive director of the General Contractors Association of New York, an 
industry group representing contractors involved in public works projects, said more can get done if 
they are not trying to work piecemeal around existing service. When the Montague Street subway 
tunnel linking Brooklyn and Manhattan was shut down in 2013 for Sandy-related repairs, it reopened 
the next year τ ahead of schedule and on budget, said Ms. Richardson, who is a member of the 
wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘΦ 
 
ά²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŘƻƴŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
For riders, a dedicated subway corporation could bring faster relief from the constant delays and 
overstuffed subways. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳst for Governor 
/ǳƻƳƻ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WƻƘƴ wŀǎƪƛƴΣ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Riders Alliance, an advocacy group. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/nyregion/rebuild-new-york-subways-under-new-leadership-
report-urges.html  
 
  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/nyregion/rebuild-new-york-subways-under-new-leadership-report-urges.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/nyregion/rebuild-new-york-subways-under-new-leadership-report-urges.html
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tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳōǿŀȅǎΥ DǊŜŀǘ ²ƘŜƴ Lǘ ²ƻǊƪǎΣ ŀ aŜǎǎ ²ƘŜƴ Lǘ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
Jim Dwyer, New York Times, 11.30.17 

Print Circulation: 590,000 
UVM: 56,958,845 

 

 
During a flood in the 1980s, when the subways were suffering from neglect, a nun waded along a ramp 

from the Times Square shuttle to the Lexington Avenue line. 
 

¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ 
 
In outlaw days, someone stole the steps to the elevated train station at Livonia Avenue in Brooklyn, and 
there were no plans to replace them until a photograph of a man shimmying up the banister ran on the 
front page of a newspaper. An arsonist burned the mezzanine of another el station, at Intervale Avenue 
in the Bronx, and it stayed closed for three years; officials did not want to rebuild it. The Franklin Avenue 
shuttle line in Brooklyn fell into such ruin that M.T.A. officials wanted to walk away from it. An 
influential figure with the Regional Plan Association, a research and advocacy group, urged closing 30 
stations and shutting down entirely several lines in the Bronx. 
 
All these episodes took place during the 1980s, when gangsters might as well have openly connived with 
establishment figures. Neglect, dressed up as responsible resource-allocation decisions, can be just as 
violent as a can of gasoline and a book of matches, if slower acting. Most immediately, the victims were 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ ƴǳǊǎŜǎΩ ŀƛŘŜǎΣ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ŎǳǘǘŜǊǎΣ ŘƻƻǊƳŜƴΣ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƭŜǊƪǎΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
students going off to school, sick people headed to their doctors. Had these shrinkage schemes not been 
foiled, they would have been acts of vandalism against the future. But people pushed back. Politicians 
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howled. The transit authorities yielded. The total riderships in 2016 for Livonia in Brooklyn and Intervale 
in the Bronx were one million at each station. 
 
Sometimes, politics works. Sometimes, what looks like pandering winds up being good civic hygiene. 
 
On Thursday a new generation of thinkers and researchers with the Regional Plan Association published 
a new plan for the region, a serious work about transportation, housing and sustainability that weaves 
thorough analyses of problems with proposed solutions. It commands respectful attention, not awe. 
One of its ideas is to break up the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, or at least farm out its work to 
new public bodies, in order to protect transit operations from changes in the political weather. 
 
The current subway mess begins, it should be noted, with an epochal success by political figures. In 
1979, with the transit system on the brink of collapse, Gov. Hugh L. Carey appointed a shrewd and well-
liked builder, Richard Ravitch, to be chairman of the M.T.A. Mr. Ravitch insisted that everyone τ in 
government, and in the general public τ see that the infrastructure was made of parts that had to be 
replaced before they failed, not after. Since then, the public has invested more than $100 billion. 
Ridership has doubled. New York has boomed. 
 
Even over the last two years, with a slight decrease in the number of passengers, the city remains close 
to peak sǳōǿŀȅ ǊƛŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ōǳǎȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ нл Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
trains nor riders. Five other lines have no room for more trains. A 10-minute delay for a sick passenger 
at rush hour can hold up 72 trains, about 144,000 people. Crowding is a force multiplier. 
 
Ridership is not much different today than a decade ago, but the system was in better shape then. Why? 
Too much maintenance was cut after the 2008 fiscal crisis and not restored when the economy 
recovered because, in the meantime, transit debt ballooned, with pension costs also rising. And the debt 
climbed because it was convenient for vanished governors, legislators and mayors to borrow money for 
transit infrastructure, rather than annoy people by raising taxes or fares. So they punted the ball into the 
future, and it landed around 2012. The people running the system did not have enough money to keep 
current with repairs, serve the swarms of riders, and pay the debt. So they paid the debt, as required by 
law. The past was vandalizing the present. Now a frantic maintenance and repair catch-up effort is 
underway. 
 
The public might feel tricked, and with good reason. Besides soaring ridership, fares have risen faster 
than inflation. So have tolls, which help pay for transit. The public also pays for the system through a 
bundle of taxes and little fees: a 50 cent surcharge on taxi cab rides, a little slice of electricity bills, a 
payroll tax, a tax on mortgages. Not all that money winds up where it is supposed to. 
 
Like pickpockets from the mythic School of the Seven Bells, Albany politicians have found infinite ways 
ǘƻ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǎƭƛǇ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǇǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǇǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΦ 
 
The people holding public office τ governors especially, but also powerful legislators and mayors τ are 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘΣ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
generations as parks, schools, public safety and clean water. They have messed up today. It is probably 
past time to get them out of the way before they make matters worse. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/nyregion/subway-politics-mta-report.html?_r=0   

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/nyregion/subway-politics-mta-report.html?_r=0
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NYC Should Ditch 24/7 Subway Service, Group Says 
Paul Berger, Wall Street Journal, 11.30.17 

Print Circulation: 1,180,498 
UVM: 13,582,971 

 
An overnight systemwide shutdown would give the MTA time to perform critical maintenance 

 
If New Yorkers want a subway system that runs as smoothly as those in other great global cities, they 
must give up their love affair with 24/7 service. 
 
That is a one of many proposals contained in a report published Thursday by the Regional Plan 
Association. 
 
Tom Wright, president of the influential urban-planning group, said systemwide shutdowns between the 
hours of 12:30 a.m. and 5 a.m. Monday through Thursday would give the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority time to perform maintenance that could prevent a crisis such as the one facing the subway 
today. 
 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ άнпκт ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŀŎǊŜŘΣά aǊΦ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎŀƛŘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎΦ 
 
Commuter frustration in New York City reached a crescendo this year as subway riders endured 
frequent delays caused by track and signal problems, fires and faulty equipment that could have been 
reduced if the system were properly maintained, Mr. Wright said. 
 
Although the RPA has no formal authority, its ambitious plans, published every few decades, often are 
embraced by state and local agencies when they embark upon major infrastructure projects or when 
they think about how to improve the tri-state region and its $1.8 trillion economy. 
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Previous RPA plans, published in the 1920s, 1960s and 1990s, have 
included such crucial recommendations as building the George 
Washington Bridge at 178th Street in Manhattan rather than at a 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ртǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ aƛŘǘƻǿƴΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
district on the far west side in a similar fashion to what is taking shape 
at Hudson Yards. 
 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who controls the MTA, declared a 
state of emergency for the agency in June because of the subway 
disruptions. On Wednesday, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo referred 
questions about the overnight-shutdown proposal to the MTA. 
 
In ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ a¢! /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ WƻŜ [Ƙƻǘŀ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
subways must be stabilized and modernized, and advancing the 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎΦέ 
 
The MTA already has embraced a more targeted version of the 

systemwide shutdowns recommended by the RPA. 
 
Mr. Lhota, whom Mr. Cuomo appointed this summer, has increased the frequency and length of 
overnight shutdowns on sections of lines as he seeks to turn the system around. The closures, known as 
άCŀǎǘǊŀŎƪΣέ Ǌǳƴ ŦǊƻƳ фΦ30 p.m. to 5 a.m. on miles-long stretches of line, giving crews time to repair, 
replace and clean tracks, platforms, electrical and signal equipment, lighting and tunnel infrastructure. 
 
Tom Prendergast, who stepped down as chairman of the MTA in January, said performing such work 
during closures is like the difference between changing a tire at your home instead of at the side of a 
busy highway. 
 

 



16 
 

άLǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊΦ tǊŜƴŘŜǊƎŀǎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ wt! ōƻŀǊŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 
and ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘΦέ 
Austin Finan, a spokesman for Mayor Bill de Blasio, said the administration is reviewing the proposals. 
ά!ǊƻǳƴŘ-the-clock mass transit is a jewel of the city that separates New York from its peers and provides 
ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ōƻƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣέ aǊΦ Cƛƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The Fourth Regional Plan contains dozens of recommendations, including an overhaul of the governance 
and powers of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which controls most of ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
major bridges, tunnels, airports and seaports. 
 
It also calls for transforming New York Penn Station into a through-running station where trains 
continue deep into neighboring states instead of forcing travelers to transfer. And it recommends 
ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜǊ-rail systemsτthe Long Island Rail Road, Metro-North Railroad 
and NJ Transitτinto a single trans-regional express network, called T-REX. 
 
¢ƘŜ wt!Ωǎ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ-old system within 15 years and 
creating eight new lines or extensions to underserved, high-density areas such as the southeast Bronx, 
ǘƘŜ aŀƴƘŀǘǘŀƴΩǎ [ƻǿŜǊ 9ŀǎǘ {ƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ vǳŜŜƴǎΦ 
 

wƛŎƘ .ŀǊƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ wt!Ωǎ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
even after the system is overhauled, it still would need to shut down 
overnight so service levels could be maintained. 
 
Subway systems in London and Paris, both of which are similar to New 
York in terms of age and capacity, shut down for several hours every 
night.  
The MTA runs trains about every 20 minutes throughout the night, 
irrespective of rider demand. On an average weeknight about 85,000 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊƛŘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳōǿŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мнΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ р ŀΦƳΦΣ 
according to an RPA analysis. That is about 1.5% of the 5.7 million 
average weekday ridership. 
 
The RPA suggests that the MTA could run a replacement bus service 
during those hours instead. The reaction from riders at Times Square-
42nd Street around midnight, Tuesday, was mixed. 
 
Jeremy Strawn, a Manhattan bar owner, said nightlife venues rely on 
the subway so patrons can stay out late. Lauren Lebeouf, an actress 
returning from a late-ƴƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά! ōǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
{ŀƭǾŀŘƻǊ DŀǊŎƛŀΣ ŀ ǇŀǎǘǊȅ ŎƘŜŦΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bus as 
long as it was reliable and kept to a schedule. He said his commute 
home to Brooklyn Heights, which should take about half an hour, 

often takes one or two hours when he leaves work after midnight. 
 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nyc-should-ditch-24-7-subway-service-group-says-1512018061  
  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/nyc-should-ditch-24-7-subway-service-group-says-1512018061
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New York Needs a Plan to Prevent tƘŜ {ŀƳŜ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ !ŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ the 
Bay Area 

Eillie Anzilotti, Fast Company, 11.30.17 
UVM: 5,279,361 

 
The highly anticipated Fourth Regional Plan for the New York area lays out a blueprint for how the 

region can tackle housing and transit to promote growth and sustainability. 
 

 
 

The New York metropolitan region, which encompasses the city, Long Island, Westchester County, and 
parts of New Jersey and Connecticut, is facing a crisis, one you might call its Bay Area moment. Namely, 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛt has to reckon 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ-
growing economy and population. 
 
From 1990 to 2015, the New York region welcomed 1.8 million new jobs and 3 million new people: 18% 
and 15% growth, respectively. But between now and 2040, if New York continues to develop in the 
ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎςadding affordable housing stock at the same glacial rate, for 
instanceςjobs will only grow by 7%, and population by 8%. This ƛǎ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
potential: 16% job growth (1.9 million new positions) and 16% population (3.7 million people). 
 
These projections come from Regional Plan Association, the planning and research nonprofit for the 
New York metropolitan area, which released its Fourth Regional Plan for the New York metropolitan 
area on November 30. Since its founding in 1922, RPA has released, every 20 to 30 years, four wide-
ranging plans that have had a significant impact on the region: The previous plan, released in 1996, 
called for the development of a new business district on the Far West Side of Manhattan, which evolved 
into Hudson Yards (now home to Sidewalk Labs, among myriad other businesses), and the Second 
Avenue Subway, which opened in January. 
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The Fourth Plan mainly tackles how the New York region can ensure it hits its potential growth numbers 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘƛŎ ƻƴŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ wt! ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ƻƳ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ, speaking at a briefing before the release of the plan. 
άtŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜςaffordability, how to invest tens of billions of dollars, if 
ƴƻǘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΣ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΦ ά²Ŝ feel we have 
recommendations that will really change the dial in each of these areas. We just have to be willing to 
ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΦέ 
 
As a non-governmental organization, RPA does not intend its plans to be political tools for current 
elected officiŀƭǎΦ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣέ 
²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
past four-year election cycles to say: What do we need over a 25-yeŀǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΚέ 
 
With local politicians often preoccupied with meeting immediate demands, or swayed by lobbying 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ wt!Ωǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ 
area, which is currently facing down a web of interrelated problemsςlack of adequate affordable 
housing, a failing transportation network, and looming concerns about sustainability and its carbon 
footprint in the face of potential growth. 
 
Lƴ нлмтΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘƘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴΣ άǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ŀǎ one of the least affordable and most 
ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ǊŀŎŜκŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦέ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ 
processes for development projects are also too complex and unpredictable, increasing costs and 
delaying or preventing ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
the agencies that oversee decisions related to housing supply and location of amenities has led to 
residents paying around 15% more of their income toward rents than they previously did, and in many 
cases, moving further out from the economic center of the five boroughs in order to afford a place to 
live. 
 
LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ-life experiment for what 
happens when your econƻƳȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
.ŀȅ !ǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΣέ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 



19 
 

The economy in the Bay Area continues to grow, of course, but lower-income workers have been 
increasingly pushed out to as far as 100 miles away from where they work. And the transit system there 
is far from adequate enough to transport its workers, 75% of whom now opt to drive to work solo in the 
face of no other options. 
 
While New York, with its world-renowned subway system and robust network of regional rails (Long 
Island Railroad, Metro-North, New Jersey Transit, to name a few) may long have believed itself to be 
exempt from Bay Area-esque transit woes, RPA has found that not to be the case. In the past year, the 
subway and bus systems, collectively run by the MTA, have been plagued by systemic failures brought 
on by defunding, as have mass transit options around the region. Because of a lack of reliable and quick 
service, bus ridership in parts of Long Island declined by as much as 20% in the last decade; the New 
York City subway saw a 300,000 drop in daily ridership last yearςunheard of for a mass transit network 
in a booming economic center. And lack of regulation, like a carbon tax or congestion pricing, around 
ǊƻŀŘ ǳǎŀƎŜΣ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǊƛǾŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ !ǊŜŀΩǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƛŘƭƻŎƪΦ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ 9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǇŀŎƪ ƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƘǊŜshold 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘȅƭŜΣέ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅǎΦ 
 

 
 
¢Ƙŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ wt!Σ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘƘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴΣ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ 
and rolling out a payment system that will work across all of its trains and buses (which is already in the 
ǿƻǊƪǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ά{ǳōǿŀȅ wŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
tǳōƭƛŎ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
whole subway system in 15 years (the MTA, the plan argues, is too burdened with debt and other 
obligations, like the bus system, to devote the necessary resources to the subway). The Port Authority, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘǎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜr shape. It 
currently acts something like a monolithic management entity for all of its subsidiaries, but its wide-
ranging responsibilities have strapped its ability to develop viable improvement strategies for each of its 
agencies. RPA calls for the Port Authority to transition into more of a financing entity, distributing funds 
to its subsidiary networks to carry out their own strategies and upgrades as necessary. RPA also wants to 
see the region limit private-car usage by introducing a comprehensive tolling and congestion-pricing 
scheme, which would charge vehicles driving into the most crowded parts of the region. 
 
Moving away from private cars will open up more opportunities for growth. Prior to the release of the 
Fourth Regional Plan, RPA put out a smaller report detailing the potential of converting unused regional 
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rail parking lots into walkable communities with affordable housing, and by doing so, creating at least 
250,000 new homes. Coupled with an expanded and actually functional integrated public transit system, 
RPA envisions a scenario in which workers in the region will not have to rely on a car at all to get to 
where they need to go. This strategy stands in marked contrast to the system at work in the Bay Area, 
where less than a quarter of office developmentsςlet alone housingςlie within a half-mile of a transit 
station. 
 
But RPA is not just looking to California as a cautionary tale. The western states, Wright says, are leaders 
when it comes to environmental policy, and the New York region will need to catch up if it wants to 
support all of this projected growth in a sustainable way. Even though its suggestions to improve mass 
transit and locate housing in close proximity to those systems are strong steps toward advancing 
sustainability by limiting emissions from private cars, it will not be enough, the report notes, to meet the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ул҈ ōȅ нлрлΦ ¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ άǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŎŀǇ-and-ǘǊŀŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎays. While the three states 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ wt!Ωǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ DǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Dŀǎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉǳǘǎ ŀ ŎŀǇ ƻƴ 
ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΣ wt! ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇ-and-trade program 
to include, like California, a price on all greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation, residential, 
and industrial sectors. 
 
That revenue from expanded cap-and-trade could, along with funds generated through tolls and 
congestion pricing, go right back into funding transit and affordable housing improvements. Even 
though, in silos, the issues RPA is taking on in its Fourth Regional Plan seem intractable, the way through 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ 
these goals at the expense of others is not improving the region. We want to put forward a positive 
statement about how these issues are interconnected, and promote solutions to all of them in an 
ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿŀȅΦέ 
 
https://www.fastcompany.com/40501206/new-york-needs-a-plan-to-prevent-the-same-crisis-thats-
affecting-the-bay-area  
 
  

https://www.fastcompany.com/40501206/new-york-needs-a-plan-to-prevent-the-same-crisis-thats-affecting-the-bay-area
https://www.fastcompany.com/40501206/new-york-needs-a-plan-to-prevent-the-same-crisis-thats-affecting-the-bay-area
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Turn North Jersey Into a ά/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪέΥ a Modest 
Proposal 

Eillie Anzilotti, Fast Company, 11.30.17 
UVM: 5,279,361 

 
National parks are usually selected for their beauty. But what if the Meadowlands became a place to 

showcase the dangers ofςand solutions toςclimate change. 
 

 
 

Yosemite National Park draws visitors for its natural beauty. Antietam National Battlefield in Maryland 
for its historical significance. The New Jersey Meadowlands, a 21,000-acre stretch of partially developed, 
low-lying wetlands in the northern part of the state, has neither of these qualities. But what it does offer 
is a real-time look at the effects of climate change and rising sea levels on our land. What if the National 
tŀǊƪǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪέΚ 
 
To be clear: As of now, this is not a designation that exists. But what it would denoteςaccording to a new 
Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭςis a stretch of land valuable as both 
an educational site, and as an important part of climate resiliency. The Meadowlands would be a 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪ άǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ wƻō CǊŜǳŘŜƴōŜǊƎΣ ǘƘŜ ±t ŦƻǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
and environment at the Regional Plan Association, the New York-area research and planning nonprofit 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ƛƴΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ōȅ 
ŀōǎƻǊōƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊƛǎŜΦέ 
 
The vision for tƘŜ aŜŀŘƻǿƭŀƴŘǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΣ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǳǘΣ άƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
ŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘΣ ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣέ CǊŜǳŘŜƴōŜǊƎ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
see this as a place where you could take a train to, and get out and go on a kayak ride or a hike on the 
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¢ǊƛǎǘŀǘŜ ¢ǊŀƛƭΣέ CǊŜǳŘŜƴōŜǊƎ ǎŀȅǎΦ άwƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 

   
 
Getting to that point, however, will be no simple feat, Freudenberg acknowledges. Multiple rail lines and 
ǘƘŜ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ¢ǳǊƴǇƛƪŜ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ aŜŀŘƻǿƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
warehousing and distribution facilities, as well as a collection of residential communities. The state of 
New Jersey, the federal government, and local Meadowlands stakeholders, from residents to business 
owners to transit operators, would have to work collaboratively on a plan for the region going forward. 
RPA predicts that, regardless of future plans, permanent flooding from sea-level rise will displace as 
many as 8,000 Meadowlands residents over the next century, along with 51,000 jobs. The idea for the 
National Park, Freudenberg says, is to create an asset for the region in the face of these inevitable 
losses. 
 
While the relevant stakeholders work on the plan and toward securing National Park designation, the 
state and cities within the Meadowlands area would have to prepare to transfer all parks, wetlands, and 
vacant properties to the federal government as the foundation for the park (there are already 10,000 
acres of state-owned land in the Meadowlands, which would make for a strong beginning). 
 

 
 












































































































































































































































































































































