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Rebuild New York Subways Under New Leadership, Report Urges

Winnie HYNew York Timesl1.30.17
Print Circulation: 59000
UVM: 56958845

In just its fourth major report in a century, the influential Regional Plan Association has outlined a bold
LX Iy 42 FTAE bSg , 2NJ.Qad ONHzYof Ay3 &adzmél

CAEAY3I bSs6 ,2N)] /ArAdeQa adzomsl & ONMI & aatecankolle NI |j dzA NB
O2N1BR2 NI A2y RSRAOIFIGSR az2fSte G2 NBodzAfRAY3I | yR Y2
according to a new report from an influential urban research and advocacy group.

The Regional Plan Association, whose board includes busimeésévic leaders, called on Thursday for a
Gadzogl & NBO2yadNHzOGA2Y Lzt AO 0SYSTAG O2NLRNFGAZY
Fdzi K2NARGEZ |yR adzZFFAOASY(G TFdzyRAy3a (2 NBodzAf R GKS
key promsals in a sweeping new report that addresses the many problems confronting a growing New

York region, including decaying transportation and infrastructure, a shortage of affordable housing and

the threat posed by climate change.

The subways are currentbperated and financed by the staten Metropolitan Transportation

Authority, which oversees a sprawling network of subways, buses, railroads, bridges and tunnels. The
NBLI2ZNI RSEAONAOGSR (GUKS FdziK2NARAGe Fa alb yintegwl2 N¥Y2dza £ S
priorities, bureaucratic rules and practices, and a lack of funding. As a result, the report said, it has been

too slow to make improvements and adopt modern technology, leaving a backlog of critical

infrastructure projects.



G2 SQONB (I ddMtyRaA D 2ldziadzo g & d2aiSY FT2N (&BtuypmaiOSyi
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Association and also a board member of the transportation authority.

hyS 2F (KS 3INRdzLIQa o62f RSald adza3asSaidizya Guthada FAY
it never closes. The association said the subway should be shut down in the wee hours to more rapidly
fix what is broken and add the upgrades that anesty needed.

The report took five years to produce and aims to provide a comprehensive blueprint for the future. It is
only the fourth such report to be released by the association in nearly a century. Three previous reports
T in 1929, 1968 and 1996 helped lay the groundwork for public works projects, including bridges and
highways, economic development, and preservation of parkland and open space. The 1996 report called
for building a Second Avenue subway and creating a business district on thest®idé of

Manhattan, both of which are now a reality.

The fourth report looks broadly at the transportation system in the New York region, saying its failures

are the consequence of years of underinvestment even as demand for services grew and advancing
technology raised customer expectations. It proposes building a second bus terminal under the Jacob K.

WL @AGE [/ 2y@SyaAaz2zy [/ SYidSNI 2y alyKFEdaGgryQa 2S8ad {ARS
the crowded Port Authority Bus Terminal, and exgiag subway and regional rail service and

connections.

b2 KSNB IINB GKS LINRBoOofSYa Y2NB dz2NBSyid GKIFIy Ay GKS
constant breakdowns, soaring delays and overcrowding. The city comptroller, Scott M. Stringer, recently
estimated that subway delays were costing the city economy as much as $389 million annually in lost
wages and productivity.

State and city officials have feuded over finding money to fix the problems. The authority has
announced a roughly $800 million emengy rescue plan for the subway system that includes faster
response to mechanical issues and more aggressive repairs to trains and tracks, among other measures.

Though the report acknowledged that the authority has managed to rescue the subway fromipast ¢
AG O2y(iSyRa (KIFG GKS FdzikK2NARGe Aa y2 f2y3aSNI dzLJ i
a0 NHzOGdzZNBRE OFyy2i 18SL) dzllzé GKS NBLRNI &FAR® a!
and modernization, the subway system will continueité A LJ F dzZNJI KSNJ 0 SKAY R®¢

2
y
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G2 KAtS ¢S R2yQl ySSR G2 ONBFGS |
revenue sourca preferably onethat also battles congestion A & S

Mr. Rechler said a more efficient and focused organization was vital to lead the subway overhaul. While
details would be worked out later, he said that the new subway corporation could operate with more
flexibility than traditional government agencies, which are often bound by outdated rules and
regulations.
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The report did not provide any cost estimates for creating a subway corporation, but noted that there

g2dzf R 0SS adzZLJFNBYy(d fS3Irf FYR RYAYAAUN: GABRdO2al4a¢é
that dedicated revenue sources would be necessary to support the subway corporation, such as taxes,

fees or congestion pricing. Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo is expected to announce a congestion pricing plan

early next year for the city.

¢ KS NI Ldg listliofthe subways includes building new subway lines to underserved areas and
reducing crowding at stations by creating larger entrances, enlarging corridors and mezzanines, and
moving nonessential structures such as newsstands from platformsoladi®cates increasing access
for riders with disabilities and making subway stations more bearable through better ventilation and
more natural light. Though the authority has already started to make some improvements, such as
updating signals, the reposgaid the pace is so slow it could take decades to finish.

The report calls for closing the 2wur subway system in the early morning hours during the week for
routine maintenance and increasing bus service as an alternative. An average of 85,000 eidertha
subways between 12:30 a.m. and 5 a.m., or just 1.5 percent of the total daily ridership, according to the
report.

It also recommends taking advantage of longer closings of subway lines not only to make necessary
repairs but also to focus on enheements like power and track upgrades. Tom Wright, the president of
the Regional Plan Association, pointed to the L train tunnel between Brooklyn and Manhattan, which
will close in 2019 to repair damage caused by Hurricane Sandy.

LG YI1Sa MTAta$huthe INdaii dosn for 15 months, but they need to deliver a better
system when it reopens so riders see the benefits and will support more lines undergoing similar
GNBFGYSyGazé aNWP 2NAIKG alFARD

Denise Richardson, the executive director af tBeneral Contractors Association of New York, an
industry group representing contractors involved in public works projects, said more can get done if
they are not trying to work piecemeal around existing service. When the Montague Street subway
tunnel lirking Brooklyn and Manhattan was shut down in 2013 for Saalffed repairs, it reopened

the next yean ahead of schedule and on budget, said Ms. Richardson, who is a member of the
wSAA2YIE tfly !'3a20AlGA2yQa 021 NRO®

2SS atrg | ANBIIBENR{ Bt A8E BEZTAOASYNB2SO0Ga R2ySsé

For riders, a dedicated subway corporation could bring faster relief from the constant delays and
overstuffed subways.

& foBGovemngf 3 | a4 S

G¢KS (S8 G2 NBLIANXRY3 (KS adosle Aa S
J20SNY2NE 6K2 O02YS I Fi SN K

[ dz2 Y2 odzi | faz2 F2N GKS
Riders Alliance, an advocacy group.

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/nyreqgion/rebuilehew-york-subwaysundernew-leadership
report-urges.html

11
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During a flood in the 1980s, when the subways were suffering from neglect, a nun waded along a ramp
from the Times Square shuttle to the Lexington Avenue line.

¢CKAy3a R2yQld Fftgrea 3SH 62NESOD

In outlaw days, someone stole tiséeps to the elevated train station at Livonia Avenue in Brooklyn, and
there were no plans to replace them until a photograph of a man shimmying up the banister ran on the
front page of a newspaper. An arsonist burned the mezzanine of another el statiotermale Avenue

in the Bronx, and it stayed closed for three years; officials did not want to rebuild it. The Franklin Avenue
shuttle line in Brooklyn fell into such ruin that M.T.A. officials wanted to walk away from it. An

influential figure with theRegional Plan Association, a research and advocacy group, urged closing 30
stations and shutting down entirely several lines in the Bronx.

All these episodes took place during the 1980s, when gangsters might as well have openly connived with
establishment figures. Neglect, dressed up as responsible resailomation decisions, can be just as
violent as a can of gasoline and a book of masclifeslower acting. Most immediately, the victims were

KS
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students going off to school, sick people headed to their doctors. Had these shrinkage schemeasnnot be
foiled, they would have been acts of vandalism against the future. But people pushed back. Politicians
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howled. The transit authorities yielded. The total riderships in 2016 for Livonia in Brooklyn and Intervale
in the Bronx were one million at each stat.

Sometimes, politics works. Sometimes, what looks like pandering winds up being good civic hygiene.

On Thursday a new generation of thinkers and researchers with the Regional Plan Association published
a new plan for the region, a serious work abtmainsportation, housing and sustainability that weaves
thorough analyses of problems with proposed solutions. It commands respectful attention, not awe.

One of its ideas is to break up the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, or at least farm out ikstevor

new public bodies, in order to protect transit operations from changes in the political weather.

The current subway mess begins, it should be noted, with an epochal success by political figures. In
1979, with the transit system on the brink of cokap Gov. Hugh L. Carey appointed a shrewd and well
liked builder, Richard Ravitch, to be chairman of the M.T.A. Mr. Ravitch insisted that everyone
government, and in the general pubtic see that the infrastructure was made of parts that had to be
replaced before they failed, not after. Since then, the public has invested more than $100 billion.
Ridership has doubled. New York has boomed.

Even over the last two years, with a slight decrease in the number of passengers, the city remains close
topeak§lz0 6 @ NARSNEKALID 5dzZNAy3 odzae GAYSazr KFEEF 27
trains nor riders. Five other lines have no room for more trains.-f&ibite delay for a sick passenger

at rush hour can hold up 72 trains, about 144,000 peo@lrowding is a force multiplier.

Ridership is not much different today than a decade ago, but the system was in better shape then. Why?
Too much maintenance was cut after the 2008 fiscal crisis and not restored when the economy
recovered because, in theeantime, transit debt ballooned, with pension costs also rising. And the debt
climbed because it was convenient for vanished governors, legislators and mayors to borrow money for
transit infrastructure, rather than annoy people by raising taxes or f&@eghey punted the ball into the
future, and it landed around 2012. The people running the system did not have enough money to keep
current with repairs, serve the swarms of riders, and pay the debt. So they paid the debt, as required by
law. The past wagandalizing the present. Now a frantic maintenance and repair eapcéffort is

underway.

The public might feel tricked, and with good reason. Besides soaring ridership, fares have risen faster
than inflation. So have tolls, which help pay for tranBkte public also pays for the system through a
bundle of taxes and little fees: a 50 cent surcharge on taxi cab rides, a little slice of electricity bills, a
payroll tax, a tax on mortgages. Not all that money winds up where it is supposed to.

Like pickpokets from the mythic School of the Seven Bells, Albany politicians have found infinite ways
G2 ljdaStGfe atALl Y2ySe 2dzi 2F GKS OGN} yaAad LizNES

The people holding public offiae governors especially, but alsoywerful legislators and mayors are

G

y
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generations as parks, schools, public safety and clean water. They have messed up today. It is probably
past time toget them out of the way before they make matters worse.

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/nyregion/subwayoliticsmta-report.html? r=0
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NYC Should Ditch4/7 Subway Service, Group Says

Paul Berger, Wall Street Journ#l.30.17

Print Circulation1,180,498
UVM:13,582971

An overnight systemwide shutdown would give the MTA time to perform critical maintenance

If New Yorkers want a subway system thats as smoothly as those in other great global cities, they
must give up their love affair with 24/7 service.

That is a one of many proposals contained in a report published Thursday by the Regional Plan
Association.

Tom Wright, president of the influgial urbanplanning group, said systemwide shutdowns between the

hours of 12:30 a.m. and 5 a.m. Monday through Thursday would give the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority time to perform maintenance that could prevent a crisis such as the one facisghheay

today.

Q4 GHnkT ASNWBAOS akKz2dzZ R y2i 0SS al ONB
alfao

bSg , 2N} [/ AdGe
IANE dzLJQ& LINE LJ2

Commuter frustration in New York City reached a crescendo this year as subway riders endured
frequent delays caused by traekd signal problems, fires and faulty equipment that could have been
reduced if the system were properly maintained, Mr. Wright said.

Although the RPA has no formal authority, its ambitious plans, published every few decades, often are
embraced by staterad local agencies when they embark upon major infrastructure projects or when
they think about how to improve the tstate region and its $1.8 trillion economy.

Subway Lull
Average weekday subway ridership dips dramatically at night™.
600,000 riders

500,000
400,000
300,000
200,000
100,000

0
12am. 2 4 6 8 1012pm 2 4 6 8 10

“Figures are from 2016.
Source: Regional Plan Association THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.
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‘What good is there
having a train 24 hours a
day if the service is
terrible?’

Previous RPA plans, published in the 1920s, 1960s and 1990s, have

included such crucial cemmendations as building the George

Washington Bridge at 178th Street in Manhattan rather than at a
LINPLR2ASR t20F0A2y 4 ptiK {GNBSGzZ |
district on the far west side in a similar fashion to what is taking shape

at Hudson Yals.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who controls the MTA, declared a
state of emergency for the agency in June because of the subway
disruptions. On Wednesday, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo referred
questions about the overnighghutdown proposal to the MTA.

In adradSYSyidz ac¢! [/ KFEANXIY W2S [ K20
subways must be stabilized and modernized, and advancing the
O2y@SNEIFIGA2Y 2y K2g (G2 R2 a2 Aa LINP

The MTA already has embraced a more targeted version of the

systemwide shutdowns recommended by the RPA.

Mr. Lhota, whom Mr. Cuomo appointed this summer, has increased the frequency and length of
overnight shutdowns on sections of lines as he seeks to turn the system around. The closures, known as
GCl aidNI O B&p.nmidry a.rif. dPmiidendgdtretches of line, giving crews time to repair,

replace and clean tracks, platforms, electrical and signal equipment, lighting and tunnel infrastructure.

Tom Prendergast, who stepped down as chairman of the MTA in Jasaatyerforming such work
during closures is like the difference between changing a tire at your home instead of at the side of a

busy highway.

‘IfI get a clean subway and everything runs on time and is

reliable, sure. But if I still come down to the subway and it’s

late and dirty, what did I gain?’

the A, C and E platform at the 42nd
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Austin Finan, a spokesman for Mayor Bill de Blasio, said the administration is reviewing the proposals.

G ! NP-theyclRck mass transit is a jewel of the city that separates New York from its e srovides

I KdzaS 0622y (G2 62Nl SNAR |yR (KS SO2y2Yeézé aNXP» CAyl

The Fourth Regional Plan contains dozens of recommendations, including an overhaul of the governance
and powers of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which controls mos€ & NBX IA 2y Qa
major bridges, tunnels, airports and seaports.

It also calls for transforming New York Penn Station into a throughing station where trains
continue deep into neighboring states instead of forcing travelers to transfer. And it recommends
O2YO0AYAYy3a (KS NB Fdildygtens thé kohgBstnd®aiNRyadzivstiwith Railroad
and NJ Trangitinto a single transegional express network, calledREX.

¢tKS wt! Qa &addzwgl e NBO2YYSYRI (A-BlysistemINENIZ ye&s a2 RS N A 1
creating eight new lines or extensions to underserved, ftighsity areas such as the southeast Bronx,
GKS alyKIGidlryQa [26SNI9laid {ARST FyR OSyidN}Xft VYR

wWAOK . I NRyS: GKS wt! Qa @OAO0OS LINBaiARS
even after the system is overhauled, it still would need to shut down
overnight so service levels could be maintained.

Subway systems in London and Paris, both of which are similar to New

York in terms of age and capacity, shut down for several houry ever

night.

The MTA runs trains about every 20 minutes throughout the night,

irrespective of rider demand. On an average weeknight about 85,000

LIS2LX S NARS bSg ,2N)] /AileQa adomgl e

according to an RPA analysis. That is about dfa¥e 5.7 million
average weekday ridership.

The RPA suggests that the MTA could run a replacement bus service
during those hours instead. The reaction from riders at Times Seuare
42nd Street around midnight, Tuesday, was mixed.

‘I’d prefer it if you closed Jeremy Strawn, a Manhan bar owner, said nightlife venues rely on

an entire line foramonth  the subway so patrons can stay out late. Lauren Lebeouf, an actress
at a time.’ returning fromalatey A I K4 NBKSFNHEIFIf X alFARY a! ¢
2L A2y ®é

—Jer

{1t @FR2NI DI NOAFSXZ I LI adNER OK&SF>S &l A
long as it was reliable and kept to a schedule. He said his commute

home to Brooklyn Heights, which should take about half an hour,

often takes one or two hours when he leaves work after midnight.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/nyeshouldditch-24-7-subwayservicegroup-says1512018061
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New York Needs Planto PreventK S { I YS / NRA & A the ¢ K |
Bay Area

Eillie Anzilotti, Fast Companil.30.17
UVM:5,279361

The highly anticipated Fourth Regional Plan for the New York area lays out a blueprint for how the
region can tackle housing and transit to promote growth and sustainability.

The New York metropolitan region, whiehcompasses the city, Long Island, Westchester County, and

parts of New Jersey and Connecticut, is facing a crisis, one you might call its Bay Area moment. Namely,
fA1S GKS NB3IA2Y it GKS gl @& 2y GKS 2 tihksSdk@ckon RS 2 F
GAGK GKS FIFOG GKIFIG AGQa FlLAftAy3d G2 RS@SE-2L) GKS K2
growing economy and population.

From 1990 to 2015, the New York region welcomed 1.8 million new jobs and 3 million new people: 18%

and 1%%6 growth, respectively. But between now and 2040, if New York continues to develop in the

alryYyS ¢gFe& AlQ&a R2 ¢alding afoidlabiekhBusifglstack at ther sardeSyladiBrate, for
instancegjobs will only grow by 7%, and population by 8%. ks Ay & GF NJ] O2y G NI} ad G2
potential: 16% job growth (1.9 million new positions) and 16% population (3.7 million people).

These projections come from Regional Plan Association, the planning and research nonprofit for the
New York metropolitan @&a, which released its Fourth Regional Plan for the New York metropolitan

area on November 30. Since its founding in 1922, RPA has released, every 20 to 30 years,four wide
ranging plans that have had a significant impact on the region: The previousgl&ased in 1996,

called for the development of a new business district on the Far West Side of Manhattan, which evolved
into Hudson Yards (now home to Sidewalk Labs, among myriad other businesses), and the Second
Avenue Subway, which opened in January.
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The Fourth Plan mainly tackles how the New York region can ensure it hits its potential growth numbers
GKAES YFIAYOGFIAYyAYy3a FFF2NRFOATAGE YR adzadlAylFoAfAd
2LIAYAAGAO 2y STé¢ al & speakinglat alhbiteihd befars yidirelehs® wf the pldh.a K (

Gt S2LX S GF €1 | 02dzi KeafidrdaRilkyF bW tO ixiedi ten$ éf SillioBs ofdallarszs & | NB
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recommendations that will really change the dial in each of these areas. We just have to be willing to
O2YyFTNRY(l GKSY RANBOGT & dé

As a norgovernmental organization, RPA does not intend its plans to be political tools for current

electedoffick f a® a2 S R2yQd YI1S GKSasS Lilya G2 G4NB (2 02
2 NAIKG alead a2S tA1S GKSANI adzLILIR2 NI EZ 2F O2dzNESZI 06
past fouryear election cycles to say: What do we need over-e5NJ LIS NR 2 RK £

With local politicians often preoccupied with meeting immediate demands, or swayed by lobbying
INRdzLJAZX wt! Qad LINBaSyOS IyR [LILINRIFOK aSNwsSa la az2y
area, which is currently facing down a web of mé¢ated problemslack of adequate affordable

housing, a failing transportation network, and looming concerns about sustainability and its carbon
footprint in the face of potential growth.

LY HamTt3E | OO2NRAY3I (KS C2 dzNIri¢ ofthé Idastaffotddble anfl moft> & G K S
KAIKfe& &aS3INBIFGSR NB3IA2ya Ay GKS O2dzyiuNEB o0& o021
processes for development projects are also too complex and unpredictable, increasing costs and
delayingorpreventing 22 YI y& o06SYSTAOAIf LINR2SOGadé ¢KS RAAO2
the agencies that oversee decisions related to housing supply and location of amenities has led to

residents paying around 15% more of their income toward rents than they prdyidigs and in many

cases, moving further out from the economic center of the five boroughs in order to afford a place to

live.
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The economy in the Bay Area continues to grow, of colmselowerincome workers have been
increasingly pushed out to as far as 100 miles away from where they work. And the transit system there
is far from adequate enough to transport its workers, 75% of whom now opt to drive to work solo in the
face of no othe options.

While New York, with its worltenowned subway system and robust network of regional rails (Long

Island Railroad, Metrdorth, New Jersey Transit, to name a few) may long have believed itself to be

exempt from Bay Areasque transit woes, RPA$ found that not to be the case. In the past year, the

subway and bus systems, collectively run by the MTA, have been plagued by systemic failures brought

on by defunding, as have mass transit options around the region. Because of a lack of reliahlieland q
service, bus ridership in parts of Long Island declined by as much as 20% in the last decade; the New

York City subway saw a 300,000 drop in daily ridership lastyelaeard of for a mass transit network

in a booming economic center. And lack of region, like a carbon tax or congestion pricing, around

NBEFR dzal 3S:z 2 NRAIKOG areasx Kra SR G2 GKS NB3IA2YyQa
YEylF3S GKS aidiNBSiad 9aasSydaalrtte |a YI yeéshodll N& GKI G
GKFGiQa SaaSydalrtfte 2dzNJ YFEyF3aSYSyd adetSzé 2 NARIKIDG

¢CKIFIG ySSRa (2 OKFy3aSo wt! s Ay GKS C2dz2NIK wSIA2YyI f
and rolling out a payment system that will work across all of its trains and bwbkesh(is already in the
g2N] a0z YR FRRAY3 Y2NB OFLIOAGED ¢KS LIy |faz2z O
tdzof AO . SYSTAG /2NILR2NIGA2YyZ¢é GHKAOK g2dzd R KI @S y2
whole subway system in 15 yesgthe MTA, the plan argues, is too burdened with debt and other

obligations, like the bus system, to devote the necessary resources to the subway). The Port Authority,
GKAOK 2@0SNBRSSa YlIye 2F GKS NBIA2yQarshagdiyairid ySiag?z
currently acts something like a monolithic management entity for all of its subsidiaries, but its wide

ranging responsibilities have strapped its ability to develop viable improvement strategies for each of its
agencies. RPA calls for the PAdthority to transition into more of a financing entity, distributing funds

to its subsidiary networks to carry out their own strategies and upgrades as necessary. RPA also wants to

see the region limit privatear usage by introducing a comprehensiveiiglland congestiojpricing

scheme, which would charge vehicles driving into the most crowded parts of the region.

Moving away from private cars will open up more opportunities for growth. Prior to the release of the
Fourth Regional Plan, RPA put out a kenaieport detailing the potential of converting unused regional
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rail parking lots into walkable communities with affordable housing, and by doing so, creating at least
250,000 new homes. Coupled with an expanded and actually functional integrated tpaibdiit system,
RPA envisions a scenario in which workers in the region will not have to rely on a car at all to get to
where they need to go. This strategy stands in marked contrast to the system at work in the Bay Area,
where less than a quarter of oféaevelopmentslet alone housinglie within a halimile of a transit

station.

But RPA is not just looking to California as a cautionary tale. The western states, Wright says, are leaders
when it comes to environmental policy, and the New York regiomest to catch up if it wants to

support all of this projected growth in a sustainable way. Even though its suggestions to improve mass

transit and locate housing in close proximity to those systems are strong steps toward advancing

sustainability by limitig emissions from private cars, it will not be enough, the report notes, to meet the
NEIA2yQa 32+t 2F NBRdAzZOAYy3I SYAaaA2ya o0& ymE: 08 HAp
FNRBY G(GKS ¢SaiSNY & dahdiidNd RSl yREP/AHFsSNEL#ENGE MiBaSBEEO 14 L
GAGKAY wt! Qa 2d2NARaRAOGAZ2Y | fNBFRe o0Sft2y3 G2 GKS w
OFNb2y SYArAdaaArzya FTNRY (KS SySNHe& a-SndiaBeNabogramt !| LINE LJ
to include, like Califoiia, a price on all greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation, residential,

and industrial sectors.

That revenue from expanded camdtrade could, along with funds generated through tolls and

congestion pricing, go right back into funding transitlaffordable housing improvements. Even

though, in silos, the issues RPA is taking on in its Fourth Regional Plan seem intractable, the way through
GKSYZ 2NARIKG aleas Aa G2 GFr01tS GKSY Ay O2yOSNI o
thesegoals at the expense of others is not improving the region. We want to put forward a positive
statement about how these issues are interconnected, and promote solutions to all of them in an

A ¥ 4 A x

https://www.fastcompany.com/40501206/nework-needsa-planto-preventthe-samecrisisthats-
affectingthe-bay-area

20


https://www.fastcompany.com/40501206/new-york-needs-a-plan-to-prevent-the-same-crisis-thats-affecting-the-bay-area
https://www.fastcompany.com/40501206/new-york-needs-a-plan-to-prevent-the-same-crisis-thats-affecting-the-bay-area

ST@OMPANY

~
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Proposal

Eillie Anzilotti, Fast Compani1.30.17
UVM:5,279361

National parks are usually selected for their beauty. But what if the Meadowlands became a place to
showcase the dangersa#nd solutions tqclimate change.

YosemiteNational Park draws visitors for its natural beauty. Antietam National Battlefield in Maryland

for its historical significance. The New Jersey Meadowlands, a 2ad@8Gtretch of partially developed,

low-lying wetlands in the northern part of the stateas neither of these qualities. But what it does offer

is a reattime look at the effects of climate change and rising sea levels on our land. What if the National
tINJa {SNPBAOS 6SNB (2 NBO23IyAl S Ad Fa GKS FTANRG a

To be clearAs of now, this is not a designation that exists. But what it would de@actording to a new

LI Iy GKFGQa & YdzOK | LIA S OScisa Ftrettdflahdival@bld as bothli |
an educational site, and as an important part liihate resiliency. The Meadowlands would be a
YEGAZ2YEFE LIN] adKFd OKFy3aSa FyR INBga gAGK Of AYL
and environment at the Regional Plan Association, the New-afegk research and planning nonprofit
OKFGaarWNa GKS /fAYFGS / KFEy3aS bliaA2ylrt tFN] RS
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see this as a place where you could take a train to, andgfeand go on a kayak ride or a hike on the
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Getting to that point, however, will be no simple feat, Freudenberg acknayeedMultiple rail lines and

0KS bSg WSNESE ¢dz2NYyLIA|1S GNI OSNBRS GKS aSlR2¢flyRasz
warehousing and distribution facilities, as well as a collection of residential communities. The state of

New Jersey, the tieral government, and local Meadowlands stakeholders, from residents to business

owners to transit operators, would have to work collaboratively on a plan for the region going forward.

RPA predicts that, regardless of future plans, permanent flooding $emtevel rise will displace as

many as 8,000 Meadowlands residents over the next century, along with 51,000 jobs. The idea for the
National Park, Freudenberg says, is to create an asset for the region in the face of these inevitable

losses.

While the reévant stakeholders work on the plan and toward securing National Park designation, the
state and cities within the Meadowlands area would have to prepare to transfer all parks, wetlands, and
vacant properties to the federal government as the foundationtifier park (there are already 10,000

acres of stateowned land in the Meadowlands, which would make for a strong beginning).
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